SOVIET UNDERSTANDING
exhibition of pompous indignation at the projected
marriage of the unfortunate Edward Vin of England
was not confined to religious-minded persons, but
emanated from minds saturated in transcendentalism
in early youth. The success of the church-cum-cabinet-
bolstered press campaign against the distressed
monarch seems to prove my thesis. The support given
by the Labour Party illustrates its danger.*
Now this Nonconformism, this vague goose-
fleshiness about pleasure and desire, whether it be
sexually passionate or mildly contemplative, is totally
incompatible with the Soviet view of the good life.
Moreover, in the past the Russians have had perhaps
the smallest dose of squeamish asceticism of all the
peoples of Europe. This should be borne in mind in
any serious comparisons between Russian and Euro-
pean perspectives. The open rustic brutalism of
Russian peasant history was always a foundation for
straightforward revolutionism and blood-letting. The
dark and gloomy squalor of English working-class
history, with its memories of grimy, bug-ridden city
hovels, its cholera epidemics and consumption, on the
other hand, was a suitable foundation for religious
escapism. In the Russian landscape there existed
* I <?o not imply that we should have adopted a sentimental attitude to
this dynastic pantomime* I mean only that the Nonconformist attitude lacks
a certain batd-boiledness.
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